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causing the offer of marriage to be presented by an army of forty thousand
men. This form of courtship is irresistible. Anne objected that the King
of France was already affianced to Marguerite of Austria; the Beaujeu
replied that this childish betrothal had been broken off. The Duchess
resigned herself, and, despite her husband's ugliness, soon loved him.
Without beauty, she herself was thin and lame, but a sharp Bretonne,
highly educated and a patroness of the arts. She dwelt at Amboise, sur-
rounded by Bretons, and her native land remained faithful to her. For
many long years Brittany would assert that it accepted die sovereignty
of the kings of France only by virtue of their being heirs of 'die Good
Duchess*. After this marriage, die task of die Beaujeu was completed
and Anne withdrew. She left her brodier master of a fine kingdom
wherein he no longer had anyone to fear.
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